Lactoferrin co-purifies with myeloperoxidase and is recognised by anti-neutrophil cytoplasm antibodies.
Thirty-five sera with binding greater than 20% in a myeloperoxidase (MPO, Calbiochem) ELISA were tested in Western blot analyses. 5/35 blotted MPO, but 5/35 blotted lactoferrin (LF) contaminating the commercial MPO preparation. All the anti-LF positive sera, but none of the anti-MPO positive sera, also exhibited anti-nuclear binding on Hep2 cells. Three of the patients with anti-LF antibodies had vasculitis affecting areas additional to the pulmonary-renal involvement which characterised the patients with anti-MPO antibodies.